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Hi my name is Clarissa Rayward and thank you for your interest in working with me for your upcoming event. I guess you might want to 
know a little more about me? Well here goes!

I am a wife, mum to two, Divorce Lawyer (don’t hold that against me!) and lover of chocolate, coffee and anything colourful! I love to write, 
dance and spend any free moment I have ‘crafting’ (or as I like to call it #bedazzling!)

By day I am an accredited specialist family lawyer and the Director of the Brisbane Family Law Centre, a multidisciplinary practice where 
my team of lawyers work alongside counsellors and financial planners to ensure that clients receive the holistic support they need through 
divorce.  I specialise in working with families through separation in a way that keeps them away from the Courts and ideally enables them to 
remain friends for the future.  This takes courage, and is not for everyone, but divorce is one of the most challenging moments any of us can 
experience and after almost 20 years in family law I have come to learn that a long, expensive and combative legal process is rarely good for 
anyone.

I published my first book, Splitsville- How to separate, stay out of court and stay friends in 2015 and have since spent countless hours training 
family lawyers in Australia and around the world in better ways we can help our clients through divorce. 

In my ‘other hours’ I work with lawyers around Australia through my ‘side hustle’ ‘Happy Lawyer Happy Life’.  After managing my own 
experience of burn out thanks to my life as a lawyer, I now work helping others ensure they can build great lives in law (and outside of it too!)

My podcast and book both titled ‘Happy Lawyer Happy Life’ offer insights and resources for legal professionals seeking fulfilling careers and 
happiness both in law and in life.



I didn’t set out to be a happiness advocate in law but it seems that is just how it has 
all come together and in 2019 I was recognised as the 2019 Lawyers Weekly Australian 
Law Awards Wellness Advocate of the Year and the inaugural winner of the Minds Court 
Individual Wellness Advocate in Law.

These days I still work with families all around Australia helping them through divorce and 
separation and all the bits in between.  But in my ‘free time’ I am working hard to change 
the way lawyers practise law, to reduce our overly high rates of anxiety, depression and 
psychological illhealth just in case one of my girls decides this crazy career might be for 
her too!

So there you go.  Me in a few paragraphs!

Now speaking and presenting is what you are here for and had you told 15 year old Clarissa 
she would spend much of her adult life standing in front of audiences of hundreds of people 
encouraging them to take action, I can promise you she would have said ‘no way’!  But 
having spent the past decade encouraging audiences all around the world to think more 
deeply about their work, their family, their careers and their lives, I consider it a privilege to 
work with organisations just like yours.

You will find more information here on my website or in this Speakers Kit about how I can 
help you, but don’t be afraid to get in touch with me so that we can discuss how I can tailor 
a package to suit your needs.

Clarissa Rayward



WITH 1 IN EVERY 3 LAWYERS 
LIKELY TO EXPERIENCE MENTAL 

HEALTH CONDITIONS DURING 
THEIR CAREER, IT IS TIME WE 

ALL FIND BETTER WAYS OF 
PRACTISING LAW

”





On life, love and divorce with a spot of happiness in between!
This past 3 years I have found myself travelling around Australia 
presenting to varied audiences on topics from business and law to 
divorce and family and more often these days the importance of 
happiness.  I have experience working with small groups right up to 
large professional audiences and have presented opening Keynotes 
to multi-day workshop style presentations.  

I can custom design presentations to suit your audience’s needs.

WHO & WHAT I SPEAK TO—
Business Owners
Particularly women in 

business

Lawyers & Professional 
Service Providers

Families & those 
working with 
separating families on 
relationships & divorce

And on happiness —
in life & business



FOR WOMEN IN BUSINESS

AND HAPPINESS

FOR LAWYERS ON RELATIONSHIPS 
& DIVORCE

Be the leader that you would follow. Authentic leadership – the key to 
the future success of business in our social world.

How do you juggle it all? What has (and hasn’t) worked when it comes to 
running a business, having a family, and trying to live a life in between?

Seven new job titles in case you think you are just a mum. 

Why work life balance didn’t bring me happiness (and why it won’t work 
for you too!) 

Three things I wish I realised when I was 20 not 40. 

Can you really find happiness in sadness? 

It’s all in the mind! Changing how you see the world to create a happier 
you.

3 things we can all do right now to make the world a better place.

Shake it off!  Is confetti the answer to the Modern Lawyer’s 
problems? 

The future for Family Lawyers- Best practice when working 
with separating families. 

Happy Lawyer Happy Life. The 5 traits of a Happy Lawyer in 
law and in life. 

Personal Brand! The key to success in today’s professional 
services market. 

The 6 Superpowers of a High Performing Happy Lawyer!

All is not fair in life and divorce- How to survive your 
divorce (and thrive!) 

Collaborative Practice- Working together to better support 
families after separation. 

The ‘D’ word- What being a divorce lawyer has taught me 
about love and life. 

Relationships! What we need to be teaching our children. 

Five tools to help reduce stress during divorce (or anytime 
really!)



SLIDE DECK PREVIEWS—



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE ME 
IN ACTION, JUMP OVER TO MY 
SPEAKERS PAGE HERE—

HAPPYLAWYERHAPPYLIFE.
COM/SPEAKING/

https://www.happylawyerhappylife.com/speaking/


WHO I WORK WITH—



HAPPY NOTES FROM 
HAPPY CUSTOMERS—

I DISCOVERED SO MUCH ABOUT 

MYSELF AS AN INDIVIDUAL 

AND A LAWYER 

Collaborative Practice Workshop,  

Brisbane November 2015

THE HAPPY LAWYER! BEST + MOST 

ENTERTAINING PUBLIC SPEAKER I 

HAVE LISTENED TO.

CLARISSA RAYWARD - AN ANIMATED 

PRESENTER WHO YOU COULD 

RELATE TO, REAL LIFE EXAMPLES, 

DIDN’T TAKE HERSELF TOO 

SERIOUSLY, REALLY ENJOYED HER.

GET CLARISSA BACK! SHE IS SO 

INSPIRATIONAL AND IS SOMEONE 

WHO HAS INFLUENCED ME TO 

WANT TO BECOME A LAWYER AND 

CHANGE LIVES. 

Workshop Attendee- 

Queensland Law Society,  

Brisbane September 2015

CLARISSA RAYWARD’S 

PRESENTATION - AMAZING 

PRESENTER & VERY THANKFUL FOR 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR HER 

SPEAK & TO RECEIVE A COPY OF 

HER BOOK. 

CLARISSA PRESENTED ENGAGING 

SESSIONS, DELIVERED WITH EASE 

AND HUMOUR, AND AT A HIGH 

STANDARD.

Attendees- 

Queensland Law Society

Introduction to Family Law 

at Law Society House Brisbane, June 2017

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK 

CLARISSA…..I THOROUGHLY 

ENJOYED WATCHING THE PASSION 

& INSPIRATION DRIPPING FROM 

YOUR PERFORMANCE. DO NOT 

UNDER ESTIMATE JUST HOW MANY 

LAWYERS YOU TOUCHED IN A 

MEANINGFUL WAY YESTERDAY.

Dean, Lawyer February 2020

CLARISSA, THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

PRESENTATION TODAY. BOTH 

THE CONTENT AND MANNER 

OF YOUR PRESENTATION WERE 

OUTSTANDING. THE PROFESSION IS 

INDEBTED TO YOU.

Geoffrey QC February 2020

”



Please do get in touch to discuss your presentation 

needs.  You can reach me pretty much everywhere in 

the social space but I am old school so don’t be afraid 

to pick up the phone!

C larissa Rayward

I LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU!

facebook.com/happylawyerhappylife/

facebook.com/thehappyfamilylawyer/

@thehappyfamilylawyer

linkedin.com/in/clarissarayward/ bflc.com.au

thehappyfamilylawyer.com

happylawyerhappylife.com

www.

www.

www.

Email— clarissa@thehappyfamilylawyer.com

Phone— +61 738 621 955

http://www.bflc.com.au
http://www.thehappyfamilylawyer.com
http://www.happylawyerhappylife.com/
http://www.happylawyerhappylife.com/theretreat
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http://www.amicably.com.au
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